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9201 Normandale Boulevard 
Bloomington, MN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TCACLA Spring Meeting 
St. Michael’s Lutheran Church 

April 29, 2017 
9:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. 

 
Our featured speaker is Rev. Lindsay Hardin Free-
man.  She will discuss her groundbreaking book, 
Bible Women: All Their Words and Why They 
Matter.  
 

 
 
Per her website: “My passion is women of the Bible. 
Through writing and speaking, I share their stories. 
Scripture, tradition, reason, and humor are my tools. 
My goals are to free Bible women from their dreary 
literary caskets—and in that process, draw 
contemporary women deeper into God’s sacred 
circle.” 

 As always, there will be a book swap, time to 
visit the church library, and an opportunity to 
network with other librarians. 
 
More information on the program, directions to 
the church, and a registration form are included in 
the following pages.

Mission Statement:  To energize church library ministry through education, 
resource sharing, spiritual encouragement and fellowship. 



 
General Information 

The Twin Cities Area Church 
Library Association (TCACLA) 
is a non-profit support organization 
serving church librarians. 
Membership is open to individuals 
and churches of all denominations 
that desire to network with others 
on church library development and 
enrichment. 

TCACLA BOARD 

Ann Steen, Co-President                       
763-755-3388        
ann@shortpinesranch.com 

 

Jeanne Weingart, Co-President               
952-942-7402               
weingartjj@msn.com 

 

Lynn Tvedt, Vice-President     
763-427-6576             
ltvedt@q.com  

 

Janet Brownell, Secretary                     
651-765-4990                       
jjbewb488@comast.net      
 

Deanna Gordon, Treasurer                       
952-544-5684             
dgordon@iphouse.com 
 

Chapter Historian                       
Jan Bolstad            
bolstadje@yahoo.com  
 
Off the Shelf Editor                   
Laura Dirks             
otseditor@gmail.com 
 
Chapter Website                           
http://www.tcacla.com  
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1/1/2017 $1,415.97  Beginning Balance 

    

 $260.00  2017 Membership Dues 

    

 -$44.73  Off the Shelf Expenses 
    

3/31/2017 $1,631.24  Ending Balance 
 

 

 

The board members believe that Rev. Freeman’s presentation 
could be of interest to members of your church who aren’t on 
the library committee – e.g., Bible study and women’s groups.  
This meeting could also be an opportunity for you to promote 
your library. 

To make it easy for you to invite guests, we’re created a flyer 
that you can distribute by e-mail and/or post in your church.   

The flyer is a Word document attached to the e-mail that 
delivered this issue of Off the Shelf to you.  There is space at 
the bottom where you can provide information specific to your 
church, such as the person to contact for more information, 
potential carpools, and your registration deadline to ensure 
that Deanna receives the form and check(s) by the April 24 
deadline. 

Your guests should be included on your registration 
form. As always, any member of your church can attend the 
meeting at the $15 member rate, even if s/he isn’t on the 
library committee.   

 

 
 



 
WHAT CHURCHES ARE READING 

 

The following books were added to the libraries of TCACLA member churches in 2016.  I hope that 
you will share what your church is reading for a future issue of Off the Shelf.  All I need are the titles 
and authors of the books.  Please e-mail this information to otseditor@gmail.com.  
 
“A truly good book teaches me better than to read it. I must soon lay it down and commence living on its hint. 
What I began by reading I must finish by acting.” – Henry David Thoreau  

 

A SECRET GIFT: How One Man's Kindness - 
and a Trove of Letters - Revealed the Hidden 
History of the Great Depression by Ted Gup, 
Penguin Publishing, 2011. 

 

 

IMAGINE HEAVEN; Near-Death Experiences, 
God's Promises, and the Exhilarating Future 
That Awaits You by John Burke, Baker Books, 
2015. 

  
 

EL DEAFO by Cece Bell, Henry N. Abrams, 2014. 
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In 1933, Sam Stone placed a newspaper ad that 
offered an anonymous monetary gift to 75 needy 
families facing a tough Christmas.  Many years 
later, investigative reporter Ted Gup discovered the 
letters written in response to his grandfather’s ad.  
While tracking down the families who benefited 
from Stone’s gift, Gup also learns about his grand-
father’s horrific life as a Romanian Jew and what 
motivated his generous gift. The nonfiction book 
includes portraits of several letter writers - their 
backgrounds, their descent into destitute circum-
stances, and the influence of the Depression on 
their lives.  

 

 

For many years, NY Times best-selling author John 
Burke has been studying both the heavenly and 
hellish experiences of people who were brought 
back from near death. In this book, he describes 
over 100 of their stories. Burke believes that the 
common experiences shared by thousands of 
survivors--including doctors, college professors, 
bank presidents, people of all ages and cultures, 
and even blind people--point to the exhilarating 
picture of Heaven promised in the Bible. 

 

 

This Newberry Award-winning graphic novel about 
being different and finding a true friend is both 
humorous and poignant. In the 1970’s, Cece’s 
Phonic Ear is awkward and hard to hide. In order to 
get through stressful situations, she invents the 
cape-wearing El Deafo. Aimed at middle schoolers, 
the book is loosely based on the author’s own 
experience as a deaf child attending a “normal” 
school.  

 



 
THE GRAVE ROBBER: How Jesus Can Make 
Your Impossible Possible by Mark Batterson, 
Baker Books, 2015.  

 

 

MURDERER’S ROW; a Pastor Stephen Grant 
Novel by Ray Keating, Creative Space Publishing, 
2015. 

   

 

DREAMS AND VISIONS; Is Jesus Awakening 
the Muslim World? by Tom Doyle, Nelson 
Thomas Inc., 2012. 

  

  

WALKING WITH GOD THROUGH PAIN AND 
SUFFERING by Timothy Keller, Dutton, 2013. 
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The bestselling author is the lead pastor of the 
National Community Church, a 7 campus church in 
Washington, DC.  In this book, he writes about the 
seven miracles of Jesus as presented in the Gospel 
of John, then uses modern day examples to 
demonstrate that miracles continue to happen.  Per 
Publisher’s Weekly, ”people who seek assurance 
and hope that miracles can and do happen - or 
those who simply enjoy reading about miracles past 
and present - will find inspiration in this conversa-
tionally written study.” 

 
In his 5th Pastor Grant thriller, Keating tells a story 
that involves rescuing a Christian family from 
Islamic terrorists, minor league baseball, a string of 
murders, sordid politics and a pastor who was once 
a Navy SEAL and a CIA operative. Per Touchstone 
Magazine, “This is a fun read, though the em-
bedded theology is real and salutary...One of the 
charming and welcome aspects of the Pastor Grant 
series is the mere Christianity that runs through-
out.”  
 
 
 

Pastor Tom Doyle was a missionary in the Middle 
East and Central Asia for 11 years.  During this 
time, he met an amazing number of Muslims in 
closed Arab countries who had similar stories about 
converting to Christianity as the result of a powerful 
vision or dream.  The book is broken down by 
country; each country has 2-3 short, easy-to-read 
stories.  Doyle also discusses why God would use 
dreams to reach the Muslim world and what 
happens after the dreams occur. 

 

 

Per Pastor Tim Keller: “No matter what 
precautions we take, no matter how well we have 
put together a good life, no matter how hard we 
have worked to be healthy, wealthy, comfortable 
with friends and family, and successful with our 
career — something will inevitably ruin it.”  The 
first part of this book provides a philosophical and 
theoretical foundation; the second part looks at the 
various forms of suffering; the third part discusses 
how Christians can apply the teachings of the Bible 
to their suffering. 



 

 

Gary Mazzone, the Outreach & Sales Director at Magers and Quinn 
Booksellers who spoke at our Fall 2016 meeting, died of natural 
causes on February 23 at his Minneapolis home.  Per an article 
about him that appeared in the March 14 Star Tribune: “He will be 
remembered by friends as a lover of books, dogs, and nurturing 
others.” 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Other books by Lindsay Hardin Freeman: 

 

                                 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

TCACLA HISTORY 

 

Did you know TCACLA has its roots in an organization that is almost 60 years old?  In 1949, Erwin 
John, a meteorologist for the US Weather Bureau, started a library at Mount Olivet Lutheran Church 
in Minneapolis with 50 donated books.  As the library grew and Erwin learned about church libraries 

through trial and error, he wanted to help other church librarians with their 
ministry.  The result was a 44-page book, The Key to a Successful Church 
Library.  It was published in 1958 and remained in print for 25 years.  Also that 
year, with the support of 3 Lutheran publishers, Erwin created the Lutheran 
Church Library Association and became its first president.  The goal of LCLA 
was to provide a forum where church librarians nationwide could share ideas, 
suggestions and book reviews.  Over time, it grew to 50 local chapters, including 
one in the Twin Cities Area. The name was changed in 2004 to the National 

Church Library Association to better reflect the ecumenical nature of its membership.  TCACLA 
member Marlys Johnson, Calvary Lutheran Church, was very active in the national organization from 
the beginning, serving in many leadership positions.  In 2008, she was recognized with the first Erwin 
John Award. Sadly, NCLA dissolved at the end of 2012 when it was no longer financially viable.  
TCACLA is one of a few chapters that have successfully continued as separate entities. 
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St. Michael’s Lutheran Church 
9201 Normandale Boulevard 

 
St. Michael’s Lutheran Church 
began in June 1962. Starting with 
12 families, it has grown into a 
dynamic, outreach-oriented 
congregation with well over 600 in 
attendance on an average weekend.  
A new worship center with seating 
for 1100 was dedicated in June 
2003.  

The church library’s patrons can 
search the collection from anywhere 
by using LibraryWorld’s Online 
Patron Access Catalog (OPAC). 

 

Directions from 494 in Bloomington 
 

 Take Exit 7A/7B to County Road 34/Normandale Boulevard. 
 Continue south on Normandale Boulevard until you reach 9201.  
 The church will be on your left. 

 
If you are coming from the north, MN 100 becomes Normandale Boulevard south 
of the intersection with 494. 
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Twin Cities Area Church Library Association Meeting 
Saturday, April 29, 2017 

 
The book swap and church library will be open all morning. 
 

9:30-10:00    Registration and Connection Time 
 
10:00-10:15    Welcome and Announcements 
 
10:15-11:15    Rev. Lindsay Hardin Freeman Presentation 

 
11:15-11:30    Break 

 
11:30-12:15    Lunch 

 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

TCACLA Spring Meeting 
April 29, 2017 

MEETING REGISTRATION FORM 
 

 
Note:   Please pre-register by April 24, 2017  
 
 
Your church name:  ______________________________________________________________ 
 
City:   _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name(s) of person(s) attending:   ___________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Number of TCACLA member church registrants: _____ x $15.00 = ____________ 
 
Number of non-member church registrants: _____ x $18.00 = ____________ 
 
 
Make checks payable to TCACLA 
 
Mail to: Deanna Gordon 

1600 Maryland Ave S 
St. Louis Park, MN 55426 

 
 
Questions: Call Deanna at 952.544.5684 or e-mail dgordon@iphouse.com. 
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TCACLA Spring Meeting 
April 29, 2017 
St. Michael’s Lutheran Church 
Bloomington, MN 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
OFF THE SHELF 
c/o Laura Dirks 
333 8th St SE, Apt 206 
Minneapolis, MN  55414-1246 

 

WEBSITE NEWS 

 

Our website, at www.tcacla.com, is 
temporarily unavailable.   

While it’s being reconfigured, you can still stay in 
touch with us on our Facebook page -Twin Cities 
Area Church Library Association; www.facebook. 
com/TCChurchLibraryAssn/. 

We’re always looking for input from you.  If you 
have an upcoming book event at your church, 
have had a special promotion for your library, 
want to recommend a new book, or have any 
other news that other members would be 
interested in, please send the information to 
livingoutfaith@hotmail.com. 


