
 
 

                
               
             

 

 

Fall 2021                                                                                                          

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE FALL MEETING 
 
Twenty-five members and their guests gathered on Zoom on October 16. 
 
  Co-President Jeanne Schleh                                                               Co-President Grace Kurtz 
  was our host for the morning.                                                              led us in devotions. 
  

 
Dr. Janis Amatuzio                                                                                                                            
talked about trace 

evidence of immortality. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Secretary Leslie Kallas’                                                                                                             Treasurer Jan Lacher’s 

report is on page 7.                                                                                                                 report is on page 2. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emily Hoch, New Vice President 

                     Roberta Shaw, New Treasurer                                             

Mission Statement:  To energize church library ministry through education, resource 
sharing, spiritual encouragement, and fellowship. 



 
 

General Information 

The Twin Cities Area Church 
Library Association (TCACLA) 
is a non-profit support 
organization serving church 
librarians. Member-ship is open 
to individuals and churches of 
all denominations that desire to 
network with others on church 
library development and 
enrichment. 

 2021 TCACLA BOARD 

Grace Kurtz, Co-President                       
651-631-3726        
gkurtz61@gmail.com 

Jeanne Schleh, Co-President               
612-729-6041               
jerebob@aol.com 

Jan Lacher, Vice-President & 
Treasurer 
612-590-7884                       
jan.lacher@hotmail.com  

Leslie Kallas, Secretary                     
612-978-9572                       
ljkallas@gmail.com  

Historian 

Jan Bolstad                
bolstadje@yahoo.com  

Off the Shelf Editor 

Laura Dirks                
otseditor@gmail.com  

Website 
www.tcacla.com 
 

 

    
 
 

Members: 23 churches, 2 individuals 

01/01/2021 
 

$2,936.50 
  

 Beginning Balance 

 -$119.40  Off the Shelf Printing & Postage 
 -$31.17  Website  
 
10/31/2021 
 

$2,785.93  Ending Balance 
 

…to Jan Lacher for serving as our Vice-
President and Treasurer since January 1,    
2019. Because Jan recently moved to Fargo    
to be closer to her family, newly-elected     
Treasurer Roberta Shaw will officially com-
mence her term as soon as the transfer can    be 
completed rather than wait until January 1.                          

**************************************************************************                             

        

                  

 

 

2022 MEMBERSHIP FORM 

The TCACLA Board has voted to waive the annual membership 
dues again in 2022. Please send a check only if you want more 
than one mailed paper copy of Off the Shelf. The cost for each 
additional subscription continues to be $5.00 for 3 issues. 

Even if you don’t need to submit a check, please complete 
and return the enclosed form to confirm that you want to 
renew your membership and to update your information. In 
the past 2 years, the composition of your library team, e-mail 
addresses, and/or the mailing addresses of subscribers may 
have changed. 
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WHAT CHURCHES ARE READING 

 
Everyone is encouraged to contribute to this column. Please e-mail book titles and authors to 
otseditor@gmail.com.  

 
“The best moments in reading are when you come across something – a thought, a feeling, a way of 
looking at things - that you’d thought special, particular to you. And here it is, set down by someone 
else, a person you’ve never met, maybe even someone long dead. And it’s as if a hand has come out and 
taken yours.” – Alan Bennett 
 
 

TUCK EVERLASTING by Natalie Babbitt, 
Bloomsbury Childrens Books, 2018 (reissue). 
 

 

 
STAMPED (FOR KIDS): Racism, Antiracism, and 
You by Jason Reynolds and Ibram Kendi, Little 
Brown, 2021. 
 

 
 

 
 
ANY TIME, ANY PLACE, ANY PRAYER: A True 
Story of How You Can Talk with God by Laura 
Wifler, Good Book Company, 2021. 
. 
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What if you could live forever? Is eternal life a 
blessing or a curse? That is what young Winnie 
Foster must decide when she discovers a spring on 
her family’s property whose waters grant im-
mortality. Members of the Tuck family, having drunk 
from the spring, tell Winnie of their experiences 
watching life go by and never growing older. But 
then Winnie must decide whether or not to join 
them on their never-ending journey. Ages 10-14. 

 

 

Adapted from the award-winning, bestselling book 
for teens.  It takes readers on a journey from 
present to past and back again. Kids will discover 
where racist ideas came from, identify how they 
impact America today, and meet those who have 
fought racism with antiracism. Along the way, they’ll 
learn how to identify and stamp out racist thoughts 
in their own lives. The book is enhanced with art, a 
glossary, a timeline, and suggestions for further 
reading. Ages 6-10   
  
 

 
A beautifully illustrated storybook that takes 
children on a journey from the start of the Bible to 
the end. From Eden and God's presence, through 
the fall, redemption, and the Spirit's presence with 
us now, to our presence with God in the future, God 
has always made a way for his people to talk with 
him. Children will learn a biblical understanding of 
prayer, why it's amazing, and that they can enjoy 
talking with God about anything, anytime, 
anywhere. Ages 3-6. 
 

 

  



 
WHAT DO I DO WITH WORRY? by Josh and 
Christi Straub, B&H Publishing, 2021. 

 

 

 
BIRDIE’S BARGAIN by Katherine Paterson, 
Candlewick, 2021. 
 

 

 
DIFFERENT; A Great Thing to Be! by Heather 
Avis, WaterBrook, 2021. 
 

 

 
THIS I KNOW; Seeing God in the World He Made 
by Clay Anderson, Swing High, 2020. 
 

.  
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New to the neighborhood, little Willow has some big 
“what-if” worries. What if the kids don’t like me? 
What if my new bedroom is scary? Thankfully, 
Grandma is ready with a plate of cookies and some 
wise words about how Willow can name her “worry 
birds” and give them to God. Willow’s story offers 
practical lessons to parents and other caregivers to 
help worry birds fly away.  Board book, ages 4-8. 
 

 

 

When 10-year-old Birdie’s father goes back to Iraq 
for the 3rd tour of duty, she makes a deal with God. 
If her father comes back safely, she’ll “be a witness 
in the world.”  Challenges abound when a move 
requires that she attend a new school and no one 
but bossy Alicia Marie Suggs welcomes her. Ulti-
mately a family emergency leads to a crisis of faith. 
Has Birdie been praying wrong? Readers of all 
faiths and backgrounds, especially children of 
military families, will identify with and root for the 
unforgettable Birdie, given inimitable voice by a 
Newbery Medalist. Ages 8-12. 

 

 

Macy is a girl who’s a lot like you and me, but she's 
also quite different, which is a great thing to be. 
With kindness, grace, and bravery, she finds her 
place in the world, bringing beauty and laughter 
wherever she goes and leading others to find 
delight in the unique design of every person. A 
joyful rhyming book encourages children to value 
the “different” in all people, leading the way to a 
kinder world in which the differences in all of us are 
celebrated and embraced. Ages 3-7. 
 
 

 

The creation tells us about its Creator. His beauty in 
the trees. His power in the thunder. His eternity in the 
night sky. Join a family on an unforgettable road trip, 
as they witness the wonder of God's world. See how 
all of creation confirms what the Bible tells us: Jesus 
loves me, this I know. Based on the children’s song, 
the book is filled with joyful rhymes, stunning illus-
trations, adorable animals, and hidden Bible verses. 
Ages 3-10. 

  



 
ONE NIGHT TWO SOULS WENT WALKING 
by Ellen Cooney, Coffee House Press, 2020. 
 
 

 

 

A MORE PERFECT UNION: A New Vision for 
Building the Beloved Community by Adam 
Russell Taylor, 1517 Media, 2021. 
 

 

 
ON CONSOLATION: Finding Solace in Dark 
Times by Michael Ignatieff, Holt Henry, 2021. 

 

 

 

WHERE THE LIGHT FELL; a Memoir by Philip 
Yancey, Crown Publishing, 2021. 
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A young interfaith chaplain is joined on her hospital 
rounds one night by an unusual companion: a dog, 
who may or may not be a ghost. As she tends to 
the souls of her patients—young and old, living last 
moments or navigating fundamentally altered 
lives—she hears stories that provide unexpected 
healing for her own heartbreak. Balancing wonder 
and mystery with pragmatism and humor, this novel 
grants the most challenging moments of the human 
experience a shimmer of light and magical 
possibility. 

 

Taylor reimagines a contemporary version of the 
Beloved Community of Martin Luther King, Jr.  
Neither privilege nor punishment is tied to race, 
gender, religion, sexual orientation, or economic 
status, and all people can realize their full potential 
and thrive. Building this community requires 
commitments to true equality, radical welcome, 
transformational interdependence, E Pluribus 
Unum (""out of many, one""), environmental 
stewardship, nonviolence, and economic equity.  

 

Since the 16th century, humanity has increasingly 
turned to science, ideology, and the therapeutic 
over the solace of religious texts. How then do we 
console each other and ourselves in an age of 
unbelief? In a series of meditations - from the 
books of Job and Psalms to Albert Camus, Anna 
Akhmatova, and Primo Levi - Ignatieff shows how 
great figures in history, literature, music, and art 
searched for solace while facing tragedies and 
crises and found the courage to confront their fate 
and the determination to continue unafraid.  

 

A gripping family narrative set against a turbulent 
time in post–World War II America, shaped by the 
collision of Southern fundamentalism with the 
mounting pressures of the civil rights movement 
and Sixties-era forces of social change. In piecing 
together his fragmented personal history and his 
search for redemption, Yancey gives testament to 
the enduring power of our hunger for truth and the 
possibility of faith rooted in grace instead of fear. “I 
truly believe this is the one book I was put on earth 
to write.” 



 
ALL THAT WE CARRIED; a Novel by Erin Bartels, 
Baker Publishing, 2021. 
 

 

YOU WERE MADE FOR THIS MOMENT: Cour-
age for Today and Hope for Tomorrow by 
Max Lucado, Nelson Thomas, 2021. 

  

 
IF GOD IS LOVE, DON'T BE A JERK: Finding a 
Faith That Makes Us Better Humans by John 
Pavlovitz, Westminster John Knox, 2021. 
 

  

 
THE DEARLY BELOVED: A Novel by Cara Wall, 
Simon & Schuster, 2020. 
 

  

After losing their parents in a car accident, 2 sisters 
grew apart, each coping with the loss in her own 
way. Olivia plunged herself into law school, work, 
and a materialist view of the world. Melanie 
dropped out of college and developed an online 
life-coaching business around her cafeteria-style 
spirituality. While hiking together in a remote 
wilderness, they face their deepest fears, question 
their most dearly held beliefs, and begin to see that 
perhaps the best way to move forward is the one 
way they had never considered. A story about the 
complexities of grief, faith, and sisterhood. 

Queen Esther concealed her Jewish identity. But 
when the royal decree came that would annihilate 
her people, she chose to speak up. And God used 
her to save the nation. Per Lucado, it is not an 
overstatement to say that God can do the same 
with you. Like Esther, you may be staring down a 
seemingly impossible situation. And what’s true for 
Esther is true for you: deliverance will come. God 
will have his victory. He will rescue his people. He 
will right the wrongs of this world. 

 

“Thou Shalt Not Be Horrible.” Imagine what the 
world might look like if people of faith, morality, and 
conscience actually aspired to this mantra. What if 
we were fully burdened to create a world that was 
more loving and equitable than when we arrived? 
Pavlovitz examines the bedrock ideas of religion: 
the existence of hell, the utility of prayer, the way 
we treat LGBTQ people, the value of anger, and 
other doctrines to help readers take a good, honest 
look at how the beliefs we hold can shape our 
relationships with God and our fellow humans—and 
to make sure that love has the last, loudest word. 

 

 
Charles and Lily, James and Nan. The lives of these 
married couples become entangled when the hus-
bands become copastors at a famed New York City 
congregation in the 1960s. Readers follow them 
through decades of love and friendship, jealousy and 
understanding, forgiveness and commitment against 
the backdrop of turbulent changes facing the city and 
the church. Wall offers a poignant meditation on faith 
and reason, marriage and children, and the ways we 
find meaning in our lives.  
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SECRETARY’S REPORT ON THE FALL MEETING 

 
Zoom was opened at 8:45 a.m. for conversation amongst members. 

Co-President Jeanne Schleh called the Fall Meeting of the TCACLA to order at 9:00 a.m. She 
welcomed and thanked members for staying active in TCACLA during the pandemic with its 
uncertainties and concerns. 
 
Devotion: Co-President Grace Kurtz read from John: 10:10 - “I came that they may have life 
and have it abundantly” - to reflect on the message from the speaker, Dr. Janis Amatuzio. She 
urged all to think about abundant life - full, meaningful and precious. She also recommended 
Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbitt, a favorite book she recommended as School Library 
Specialist (for 22 years) to students to consider a meaningful and abundant life. Grace ended 
the devotion with a prayer. 

 
The Fall Business Meeting was called to order at 9:09 a.m. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  
            Jan Lacher reported that as of September 30, the bank balance was $2,785.93. Given the strong 
financial standing of TCACLA, the Board will waive membership fees for 2022. Members can still receive 1 
print copy of Off the Shelf; additional copies are $5. Members are encouraged to renew their 
memberships. 
 
Elections: 

The positions of Vice-President and Treasurer have been held jointly by Jan Lacher. The 
Association thanks Jan for her willingness to take on two Board responsibilities and to perform 
her tasks so well and so cheerfully.  

Candidate for Vice-President: Emily Hoch 
Emily is the Librarian at St Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral, Minneapolis where she is revitalizing 
the collection to make it more accessible to the congregation. Emily has been a member of 
TCACLA for two years and has enjoyed sharing ideas and hearing interesting speakers. 
 Candidate for Treasurer: Roberta Shaw 
Roberta is the Librarian at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Minneapolis. During the events and 
concerns of 2020 which closed her library and the church, Roberta took time to reflect on the purpose of the 
library in the life of the church - is it needed, is it missed? Yes, it was. Roberta observed that TCACLA is an 
important organization to its members, as evidenced by their continuing participation during these closures and 
restrictions. 
            There being no further nominations, by a vote by Zoom hands, Emily Hoch was unanimously elected as 
Vice-President and Roberta Shaw was unanimously elected as Treasurer.  

 
With no further business, the Fall Business Meeting of TCACLA was adjourned. 
 
Congregational updates: 9:23 a.m. 
 
Speaker: 9:45 a.m.   
 
Co-President Jeanne Schleh introduced Dr. Janis Amatuzio, former Anoka County 
Medical Examiner, one of the first female forensic pathologists in Minnesota and author of 
two memoirs of her career. 
 
Continued on next page 
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In her role as medical examiner, Dr. Amatuzio bore the burden of public responsibility to gather evidence, 
communicate with families and to look deeply - at the trace evidence - to find the truth. She was successful 
because there is a process, by looking at the truth, at the facts, to go back and recheck details to help families 
find the peace that surpasses all understanding. In finding the truth, there will be a stillness, a quiet mind. 
In retirement, Dr Amatuzio is learning to slow down, to look within, to stop, to be still. 
 
Grace Kurtz thanked Dr Amatuzio for the power of her message, on behalf of the attendees. The meeting was 
adjourned at 11:15 a.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Leslie Kallas 
 
Editor’s Notes: (1) Some informational items in Leslie’s full report aren’t included here because they 
have been reported elsewhere.  (2) In the interest of time, the Secretary’s Report from the 2020 
Business Meeting was not read at the meeting.  If you’d like a copy of it, please e-mail 
otseditor@gmail.com.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFF THE SHELF 
c/o Laura Dirks 
333 8th St SE Apt 206 
Minneapolis MN  55414-1246 

 

 


